
Dear Friends, Family, and Valued Customers, 
 
 We here at Windmill Farms have 

been faced with a devastating problem. After 
almost 34 years servicing the San Ramon 
Valley, The Contra Costa Environmental 
Health Services, will financially force us to 
go out of business if something is not done. 
Contra Costa Health Services wants us to re-
move products that have been sold here since 
Windmill Farms first opened its doors in 
1974. These products include all bulk food 
items (i.e. dried fruits, grains, nuts, etc.) and 
the cut produce (i.e. watermelons, pineapples, 
etc.). On top of these demands, we have been 
told to build a fully enclosed structure by Au-
gust 2008 or be forced with legal actions.  

  
Windmill Farms has never had any 

health related issues that would be a cause for 
any concern. We have always put the safety 
of our customers and employees first.   

 
 Windmill Farms has tried numerous 

times to solve this matter quietly through 
meetings with both the City of San Ramon 
and Contra Costa Environmental Health Ser-
vices. All our attempts have failed. Now it is 

time for us to speak up and defend our way of 
life.  An administrative hearing conducted by 
Contra Costa Health Services on July 17, 
2007 lead to a ruling to discontinue the sale 
of our various products and fully enclose our 
business. We question their logic or fairness 
for our business to bide by there ruling when 
farmers markets are permitted to operate 
throughout the area, selling cut produce and 
other prepared foods in an open-air environ-
ment. It is our belief, that the Contra Costa 
Health Services has made it their mission 
since 1997 to shut us down. Now they are in 
the position to do just that. We believe that 
the time has come for everyone to be made 
aware of this situation we are in, which 
threatens to force us out of business after 
almost 34 years. 

 
 We have also tried to get the City of 

San Ramon to help us out in this matter but 
we feel they have turned their backs on us 
now that there are plans to redevelop this en-
tire area north of Crow Canyon Rd. with a 
specific plan that is limited to a mixed-use 
only environment (housing, retail mix). It is 
our belief that by Windmill Farms being gone 
it will be a starting point for implementation 

of their specific plan. 
 
 For those of you that are new to the 

Windmill Farms family, we are one of the 
last open air markets in the area. We have 
been in this community since long before 
there was even a City of San Ramon. We are 
family owned and operated and have been 
since 1974. We have always tried our best to 
bring the freshest, tastiest, and local products 
around. We have employed hundreds of em-
ployees over our almost 34 years in business 
as well as supported numerous local farmers. 

 
 Now we are forced to ask for the 

help of our customers, friends, and commu-
nity. We are asking for you to send letters, 
make phone calls, and voice your opinions to 
everyone. Get everyone involved, including 
News Media, local and state Government. 
Please help us preserve our small business 
that has been a part of the community for 
decades. If we are to go who will be next? 

 
 Thank you for all of your support, 
 
 The Smith Family 

              Windmill Farms 

People you may wish to contact: 
Contra Costa Environmental Health 
Sherman Quinlan, Director 
2120 Diamond Blvd. Suite 200 
Concord, CA 94520 
Phone: (925) 646-5225 Fax: (925) 646-5168 
Email via website: 
www.cchealth.org/groups/eh/contact_us.php 
 
City of San Ramon 
Mayor H. Abram Wilson 
2228 Camino Ramon 
San Ramon, CA  94583 
Phone: (925) 973-2530 Fax: (925) 866-0547 
email: hawilson@sanramon.ca.gov 

Vice Mayor Scott Perkins 
2228 Camino Ramon 
San Ramon, CA  94583 
email: sperkins@sanramon.ca.gov 
  
Economic Development Department 
Marc Fontes, Director 
2228 Camino Ramon 
San Ramon, CA  94583 
Ph: (925) 973-2578 Fax: (925) 275-0650 
Email: EconDev@sanramon.ca.gov 
  
Contra Costa Supervisor District III 
Mary N. Piepho 

Contra Costa Times 
(925) 943-8235 
 
KTVU 2/BayInsider.com  
Phone: (510) 834-1212 
 
KPIX 5 
News Tip Line  
(415) 765-8717 
 
KRON 4 
(415) 561-8000 
 
NBC 11 
(408)432-6221 

309 Diablo Road 
Danville, CA 94526 
Phone: (925) 820-8683 Fax: (925) 820-
6627 
email: dist3@bos.cccounty.us 
  
San Ramon Valley Times 
524 Hartz Ave 
Danville, CA 94506 
(925) 837-4267 
  
Tri Valley Herald 
Dave Boitano - City Editor/News Tips 
(925) 416-4887 


